
SCOTTSDALE UPDATE  
News for our residents and customers ScottsdaleAZ.gov

Scottsdale’s General Plan defines the community’s goals for 
growth, development, character, mobility and a variety of other 
community aspects. The city is required to update and ratify 
the plan every ten years, per state statute. However, because 
voters declined to ratify updates, the current Scottsdale 
General Plan adopted in 2001 and ratified in 2002 still stands as 
the city’s guiding document. 

The community is working to update General Plan 2035. Learn 
how you can participate and get details about the plan at 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “General Plan 2035.”
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INVESTING IN OUR SCOTTSDALE:  
HIGHLIGHTS OF TWO BOND PROJECTS 
Scottsdale voters approved these projects 
as part of recent bond elections. 

Fire station 603: This recently-completed 
fire station includes crew quarters and 
facilities, office space, OSHA-certified 
decontamination area, safety gear storage 
and two apparatus bays. The original 
station was located on McDonald Drive just east of Scottsdale 
Road. Studies confirmed that location no longer provided 
optimal coverage to the city so this new station was built near 
Indian Bend and Hayden roads. 

Indian School Park and Scottsdale Ranch tennis courts: 
The city replaced 36 asphalt tennis courts at Indian School 
Park and Scottsdale Ranch tennis center with post-tension 
concrete. This modern procedure dramatically increases the 
court’s life and reduces ongoing maintenance and operating 
costs. These improvements will save an estimated $3-$4 
million in maintenance and repair costs over the 30-year life of 
the concrete courts and keep revenue-generating events and 
programs at city tennis facilities.

Learn about other city construction projects at  
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “construction.”

SCOTTSDALE WATER INTRODUCES 
WATERSMART CUSTOMER PORTAL PROGRAM 
This free service provides water customers more tools to 
monitor and manage their water use. Log into the portal to 
review your water use, complete the water-use survey and set 
up alerts based on your preferences. WaterSmart has several 
features available to customers including:

•	 High usage or bill notifications
•	 Comparisons to previous years
•	 Interactive leak check tutorial

Visit scottsdale.watersmart.com and start taking control of 
your water use!

COVID-19 UPDATE
More than a year later and we’re still finding things change 
day-to-day with COVID-19. Find the latest city updates, links to 
resources and other information at ScottsdaleAZ.gov. 

Face coverings: Mayor David D. Ortega issued an emergency 
proclamation that reestablishes a local face covering 
requirement in Scottsdale. His order emphasizes the role of 
face coverings within the measures needed to help slow the 
spread of COVID-19, including physical distance and good hand 
and surface hygiene.

Vaccines: The federal government, through Operation Warp 
Speed, has been working since the pandemic started to make 
one or more COVID-19 vaccines available as soon as possible. 
The county is publishing data on who has been vaccinated in 
Maricopa County. These data are updated each Wednesday at 
Maricopa.gov/COVID19vaccinedata.

A Healthy Scottsdale Starts with You: Stay home when  
you can, practice physical distancing, cover your nose and 
mouth and wash your hands frequently. Find downloadable 
graphics for social media and request a poster pack for  
your business or organization by visiting ScottsdaleAZ.gov, 
search “Healthy Scottsdale.”
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GET CITY NEWS WEEKLY VIA EMAIL 
Subscribe by visiting ScottsdaleAZ.gov and 
searching “Scottsdale Update.”

SCOTTSDALE UPDATE is published six times per year by 
the city of Scottsdale. If you have questions or suggestions, 
please email communications@ScottsdaleAZ.gov.

General city information:  
480-312-3111 or email questions@ScottsdaleAZ.gov

Connect with us @ScottsdaleAZgov

Find a Smartscape-trained landscaper. Smartscape is a 
landscape training program specifically designed to educate 
landscape professionals on appropriate practices for the 
Sonoran Desert. A well-designed desert-friendly landscape will 
add beauty and value to your home and minimize water use. 
Hire a Smartscape-trained landscape professional to design, 
install and maintain your landscape. Find a list of Smartscape 
professionals at smartscape.org. 

What happens here stays here.  
Shop Scottsdale. Did you know $43 of 
every $100 spent in Scottsdale stays 
in Scottsdale? Learn the importance 
of supporting and shopping local by 
visiting ShopInScottsdale.com. You’ll 
get an inside look at some of our 
amazing small businesses and their 
journeys to success. Whether it’s our retail, hotels and resorts, 
art galleries, or one-of-a-kind restaurants, when you shop 
in Scottsdale, you’re investing back into our own economy. 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “Shop Scottsdale”

Earth Day is April 22, but we work daily to improve our 
environment. As an environmental leader, Scottsdale 
constantly seeks ways to remain environmentally conscious. 
From protecting over 30,500 acres of desert to operating one 
of the world’s most sophisticated water recycling facilities, 
Scottsdale prides itself on integrating innovative eco-
friendly concepts. Read more about ongoing Sustainable 
Scottsdale initiatives and how you can be part of the solution. 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “Sustainable Scottsdale” 

Alley to curbside pickup. We’re discontinuing alley trash 
collection for most Scottsdale homes and moving to curbside 
service. This transition began in January and will take about 
four years to complete. Here’s why we’re making this change: 

•	 Provides for cleaner and safer 
alleys 

•	 Reduces complaints related to 
excessive garbage in the alley

•	 Minimizes collection truck dam-
age and wear-and-tear due to alley 
conditions

•	 Helps recover disposal costs to 
help keep solid waste fees low

Learn more: ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search “curbside trash”

Libraries are fine-free! We’ve closed the book on fines. No 
matter how long you have had an item past its due date, you 
can bring it back with no fines. The library is where you get 
access to free materials, and we want to keep it that way.  
Info: ScottsdaleLibrary.org

Help residents in need through Scottsdale Cares.  
Simply pay the “grand total” on your 
monthly city utility bill and a dollar will 
go toward Scottsdale Cares, the city’s 
voluntary utility bill donation program. 
One hundred percent of the proceeds  
are distributed to nonprofits that 
help thousands of neighbors in need. 
ScottsdaleAZ.gov, search  
“Scottsdale Cares”

Most Scottsdale offices closed Memorial Day. While most 
city offices will be closed for Memorial Day, Monday, May 31, 
your trash will be collected as scheduled. Please place your 
containers in their normal spot by 5 a.m. the morning of 
collection or the night before. 

THINGS TO DO
Get drawn into Scottsdale ArtWalk - an 
American original. Stroll at your own pace, 
wander into galleries through a festive 
area enjoying dramatic statues, bubbling 
fountains, tree-covered courtyards, famed 
restaurants and live music. ArtWalk runs from 
7-9 p.m. Thursdays, year-round in Old Town. 
COVID-19 protocols are in place. ScottsdaleGalleries.com

Veg out at the Old Town Farmers Market.  
Buy fresh vegetables, fruits and 
creative crafts at Scottsdale’s Old 
Town Farmers Market. It’s held 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturdays through 
May. The market is in the public 
parking lot at 3806 N. Brown Ave. 
COVID-19 protocols are in place.
ArizonaCommunityFarmersMarkets.com

Tents by the Tracks. 
Experience a night of fun and 
adventure while camping at the 
McCormick-Stillman Railroad 
Park. We will have a variety of 
activities suitable for all ages, 
including a full dinner, a movie, 
breakfast, and train and carousel rides. Hartley’s General 
Store will be open for ice cream and other treats. The event 
runs from 4 p.m.-8 a.m. April 10-11. Cost varies by space and 
number of people in your party. TheRailroadPark.com

Plug into Electronics Recycling Collection Day, May 1. 
Scottsdale residents can recycle unwanted electronics from 
7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, May 1, at the city’s Corporation Yard, 
9191 E. San Salvador. Items accepted include computer, office 
and entertainment equipment.

Stamp out hunger May 8. More than 
ever, we need your help to restock 
Scottsdale’s Vista del Camino Food Bank. 
Participate in the National Association of 
Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive by placing nonperishable food near 
your mailbox Saturday, May 8. Your letter 
carrier will pick up items and deliver to 
food banks. 
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